Dear Friend,

I am excited to write to you at the end of the Haaretz Democracy
Conference 2021.
We at Zulat are proud to have cohosted the conference together with
the newspaper Haaretz, one of the most prominent bastions of Israeli
democracy and a free press, and the New Israel Fund, a long
standing backbone of Israeli civil society at the forefront of the
struggle for equality, peace, and social justice.
The conference was held in the presence of President Yitzhak
Herzog, accompanied by his wife Michal, who said in his opening
remarks:
"Israeli democracy has firmly withstood the stormy winds of recent
years and retained its qualities. I want to talk about the threats it
faces, the biggest of which is the erosion of the public's trust in it."

Attending the conference were hundreds of participants, including
government ministers, Knesset members, academics, and
representatives of civil society organizations.
Among its participants were Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar,
Transportation and Road Safety Minister Merav Michaeli, Defense
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Among its participants were Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar,
Transportation and Road Safety Minister Merav Michaeli, Defense
Minister Benny Gantz, Environmental Protection Minister Tamar
Zandberg, former Prime Minister Ehud Barak, former Supreme Court
President Dorit Beinisch, Head of the joint list MK Ayman Odeh,
and NIF's executive director Mickey Gitzin.
All of us are united by a commitment to protect democracy, a free
media, and human rights.
After such an achievement, we must not stop! I need you: a donation
to Zulat will help us move on with redoubled energy to the next
conference and to more policy papers, reports, and position papers.

In my opening remarks at the conference, I addressed the threats to
Israeli democracy:
"The State of Israel cannot live with a chokehold around the neck of
20 percent of its citizens, just as it will not be able to go on living with
a chokehold around the neck of millions of Palestinians, as it has
done through 54 years of occupation.
Ahead of us is an opportunity to advance a civic agenda that strives
for national and civic equality and where security forces protect the
state but do not run the lives of the citizens, to promote an agenda
that is based on partnership and equality between Jews and Arabs,
and to work toward the finalization of a humane and progressive
constitution that will entrench the protection of human rights."

NIF's executive director Mickey Gitzin said in his address:
"There is no change without a struggle. What seems obvious to us is
the fruit of a stubborn and not always popular effort. The elephant in
the room is that people thought twice about coming here today. Some

the fruit of a stubborn and not always popular effort. The elephant in
the room is that people thought twice about coming here today. Some
of them took fright and cancelled their attendance for fear of being
associated with an entity that has been marked as an enemy of the
people."
The opening remarks were followed by the panel "Israel 
Democratic or Populist" with the participation of Zulat's executive
director Einat Ovadia and Dr. Rawia Aburabia, a member of Zulat's
steering committe.
Einat presented Zulat's latest report on the fake news phenomenon
and our attendant legislative initiatives. "I am well aware of the
potential danger of setting limits to freedom of expression, but the
combination of fake news and unscrupulous populist politicians
confronts us with the possibility of the destruction of the entire
democratic system," said Einat.

Dr. Rawia Aburabia said: "Populism slowly corrodes state
apparatuses and gatekeepers, and like Hungary or Poland, one
suddenly realizes that democracy is no more. Israel's democratic
space is shaky to begin with, as it is impossible to talk about a
Westernlike democracy in the face of the occupation and the
Nationality Law."

Another panel, "Corona's Economic Victims" saw the participation
of Dr. Maha KarkabiSabbah, a member of Zulat's steering
committee. "Women paid a heavier price than men did as a result of
the corona pandemic," Maha said. "An ethnic look reveals that
marginalized minority groups such as the Arabs paid a higher price
than strong groups like the Jews."

Photos: Hadas Parush

There is more work to do. The role of Zulat and of advocates of
democracy and human rights is to present a vision based on
partnership and on equality for all residents of the country and among
them, Jews and Arabs.
Yours truly,

Zehava Galon
President of Zulat for Equality and Human Rights





















