
 

 

Government Policy on Absorbing Refugees from Ukraine 

 
1 Population and Immigration Authority, Interior Minister's Updated Plan for Entry of Ukrainian 
Nationals, 13 March 2022 (Hebrew). The word "family" appears to have been interpreted broadly, as 
including anyone able to lodge and provide for them. 
2 This document uses the terms "asylum seeker" and "refugee(s)" interchangeably. The Refugee 
Convention uses the term "refugee", while the term "asylum seeker" refers to a person who claims to 
be a refugee. Given that in the current circumstances there is hardly any question that the men and 
women fleeing Ukraine face tangible danger to their lives and freedom, we believe that Ukrainian 
asylum seekers are refugees requiring no extensive checks other than a basic verification of their 
identity. 
3 UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 1 January 1951. 
4 US Holocaust Memorial Museum, Voyage of the St. Louis, 12 July 2021. 

https://www.gov.il/he/departments/news/policy_ukr_new_0803
https://www.gov.il/he/departments/news/policy_ukr_new_0803
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/voyage-of-the-st-louis


  

 

 

 

 
5 UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Handbook and Guidelines on Procedures and Criteria for 
Determining Refugee Status, December 2011. 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/4f33c8d92.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/4f33c8d92.html


  

 

 

 
6 The Refugee Convention, Article 31. 
7 Bar Peleg, Documents Not Uploaded to Foreign Ministry's Website, New Refugee Absorption Plan 
Cannot Be Implemented, Haaretz, 13 March 2022 (Hebrew). 
8 According to data posted by the Population and Immigration Authority, as of 16 March 2022, the 
number stood at 944 Ukrainians. 

https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/.premium-1.10670975
https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/.premium-1.10670975
https://www.gov.il/he/departments/news/ukr_siro_1603


  

 

 

 
9 Ruvi Ziegler, Displacement from Conflict: Old Realities, New Protections? Lieber Institute, 17 March 
2022. The EU's Temporary Protection Directive adopted in early March extended its protection to 
"third-country nationals (TCNs) or stateless persons legally residing in Ukraine who are unable to 
return to their country or region of origin in safe and durable conditions because of the situation 
prevailing in that country." 
 10 Supreme Court Case 4702/94 Al Tai et al v. Interior Minister et al, 1995 (Hebrew). 

https://lieber.westpoint.edu/displacement-conflict-old-realities-new-protections/


  

 

 

 
 11 UN Human Rights Office of High Commissioner, Convention on the Rights of the Child, 20 
November 1989. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child


  

 

 

 
12 The Refugee Convention, Article 17 (Wage-Earning Employment). The Convention also recognizes 
the right to self-employment (Article 18). 
13 The Refugee Convention, Article 20. 
14 The Refugee Convention, Article 21. 
15 The Refugee Convention, Article 22. 
16 The Refugee Convention, Article 24. 
17 The Refugee Convention, Articles 27-28. 
18 This contrasts with the current stated policy of the Ministry of Social Welfare, according to which 
people aged 60 and above will enjoy full medical care, while the rest will receive emergency medical 
care. See: Bar Peleg, Israel To Offer Medical Coverage for Ukrainian Refugees Over 60, Haaretz, 21 
March 2022. 
 19 Beersheba District Court, Case 29883-07-11 Atush Majad Manjan et al v. Eilat Municipality and 
Education Ministry, 2 August 2012. 

https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-to-offer-medical-coverage-for-ukrainian-refugees-over-60-1.10688220
https://www.psakdin.co.il/Court/%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%A7-%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%91%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%A7-%D7%A2%D7%AA%22%D7%9E-29883-07-11#.YlP7ujVRW3A
https://www.psakdin.co.il/Court/%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%A7-%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%91%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%A7-%D7%A2%D7%AA%22%D7%9E-29883-07-11#.YlP7ujVRW3A


  

 

 


